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FOREWORD

The global competition between  
metropolitan regions is increasing. 
In the 20th century the 
competition was primarily between 
nation states. We now – in the 
21st century – see an increasing 
competition between metropolitan 
areas and regions. Regions fight on 
attracting and retaining businesses, 
people and knowledge.  
 
Compared to the rest of Europe, 
Hamburg, Schleswig-Holstein, 
Greater Copenhagen and Jutland 
are doing fairly well in the global 
competition. Our regions are 
generally among the wealthier 
areas of Europe and the liveability, 
a factor becoming increasingly 
important in global competition, is 
extraordinary high.  
 
However, growth rates in 
Copenhagen, Hamburg and Aarhus 
in recent years are lower than for 
our surrounding competitors – 
and have been so for more than 
a decade. The same applies to 
the clear edge we used to have in 
terms of liveability – it has been 
blunted recently. If we want our 
business to thrive and future 
generations to prosper, we must 
step up the efforts to create 
growth and keep up the high 
standards of living.  
On a global scale, size of regions 

matters and collaboration between 
functional regions is an obvious 
way to boost growth in the 
future. The corridors connecting 
Hamburg with Jutland and Greater 
Copenhagen have the potential 
to develop into an economic 
powerhouse of Northern Europe. 
 
At Ramboll we believe that  
competition between 
metropolitan regions will be a 
fact of life for many years to 
come. We cannot change this. 
But what we can do is to support 
and enable them to compete 
in disciplines such as growth, 
liveability and green energy 
transition.  
 
While we wait for the hard 
infrastructure, we need to 
establish soft connections that 
tie our regions together, making 
it natural to cooperate and 
exploit the strengths of both 
sides. As sustainable society 
consultants, we at Ramboll 
recognise the potential to boost 
economic growth in the short run 
and to increase the impact of the 
Fehmarn Belt fixed link once it is 
established. With our support, we 
hope to maximise this potential, 
and ensure that careful analysis 
lays a solid foundation for the 
future.  
 
This report has been written on 
occasion of the Fehmarnbelt 
Days 2016 and includes the 
voices of numerous stakeholders 
from the regions. 
 
I hope you will find it inspiring!  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Jens-Peter Saul 
CEO, Ramboll Group
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The German-Danish Corridors 
connecting Hamburg with Jutland 
and Greater Copenhagen have 
the potential to develop into an 
economic powerhouse of Northern 
Europe. As well as the potential 
to expand further north to Oslo 
and Stockholm, thus with time, 
connecting North Germany to 
the Nordic countries. Seen from 
this perspective, the German-
Danish Corridors may be one of 
the best chances Denmark and 
North Germany have to develop a 
stronger competitive edge in the 
future global competition 
 
International examples show that 
it is possible to generate higher 
growth rates by integrating areas 
as functional regions. In time, 
this is possible for the German-
Danish Corridors too. However, 
it will require a more structured 
approach to the existing cross-
border collaboration. 
 
Cross-border collaboration is a 
complex task. Generating growth 
from cross-border collaboration 
requires that sufficient framework 
conditions are created which 
accommodate the specific 
projects undertaken by concrete 
actors on either side of the border. 
 
Cross-border collaboration in the 
German-Danish Corridors has 
existed for more than 20 years. 
Many networks and projects 

already take place and many 
lessons have been learned. Thus, 
it is timely to look back at the 
lessons learned in order to prepare 
for the future.  
 
This report has been written on 
occasion of the Fehmarnbelt Days 
2016 in Hamburg. It is based on 
desk research and statements 
of numerous and manifold 
stakeholders on both sides of 
the German-Danish border. All 
stakeholders agreed that action 
has to be taken now instead of 
ongoing discussions. 
 
The German-Danish Corridors 
have many potentials and 
strengths compared to the rest of 
Europe. For instance our strength 
in sustainability and our legacy in 
creating liveable cities are among 
the best in Europe. Actors are 
well aware of the key areas to 
the cross-border collaboration. 
However, the existing potentials 
are currently not in all areas 
being used effectively and thus 
promising opportunities to drive 
development of the Corridors are 
left aside.  
 
In this report Ramboll has, 
together with stakeholders from 
the Corridors, identified existing 
potentials for intensified cross-
border collaboration in the 
Corridors. In a next step and 
in order to reap the potentials 

most effectively, cross-cutting 
approaches on how to strengthen 
the interaction in the Corridors 
have been developed. Finally, five 
overarching factors were identified 
which need to be considered for 
cross-border collaboration to be 
successful. 
 
Concluding it can be stated that 
highly promising potentials for 
increased collaboration in the 
German-Danish corridors exist. In 
order to reap the potentials more 
effectively, the following aspects 
need to be considered:  

EXECUTIVE  
SUMMARY

1. STRONG & INNOVATIVE 
NETWORKS

2. STEADY COMMITMENT & 
COHERENT GUIDELINES

3. SHARED IDENTITY

4. JOINT BUSINESS

5. SUPPORTIVE 
INFRASTRUCTURE

6. STRONG INVOLVEMENT 
OF NON-METROPLITAN 
AREAS
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The German-Danish border 
region is one of the focus areas 
of Ramboll as a whole and of 
Ramboll Management Consulting 
in particular. We are currently 
and have in recent years been 
involved in several initiatives and 
projects on regional as well as on 
cross-border development. Based 
on our long-term experience 
in process consulting and 
stakeholder involvement we have 
been involved in the realization 
of complex, multisectoral 
assignments in the German-Danish 
border region.  
 
On the occasion of the Fehmarnbelt  
Days 2016 in Hamburg, we have 

initiated a process in order to 
outline approaches on how to  
support the development in the  
German-Danish border region most  
effectively. The process included 
extensive desk research of 
existing studies, actors, networks, 
strategies and framework 
conditions in the German-Danish 
border region and complemented 
by stakeholders’ experiences 
which were gathered during 
workshops in Hamburg, Aarhus 
and Copenhagen and a session at 
the Fehmarnbelt Days in Hamburg. 
 
During the session at the 
Fehmarn Belt Days participants 
from Denmark, Sweden and 

PROCESS AND 
PARTICIPANTS  

Germany commonly worked on 
how to improve cross-border 
collaboration by identified most 
promising and most challenging 
aspects of cooperation and by 
identifying the best idea on how 
to go forward in the process.  
 
The final results of the process are 
presented in this report. We would 
like to thank all participating 
organisations for their active 
participation in the process and 
their valuable input to this report! 
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LET’S  
CREATE
ONE  
REGION! 
STARTING  
NOW...
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THE  
GERMAN-DANISH  
CORRIDORS TODAY 



9COLLABORATIVE GROWTH – BOOSTING THE GERMAN-DANISH CORRIDORS   REPORT

THE  
GERMAN-DANISH  
CORRIDORS TODAY 



10

GDP growth in competing  
metropolitan regions (2000–2012) 
 
Note | Real GDP Growth (2010 prices,  
PPP adjusted, 2000=100) 
Source | OECD Statistics
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THE GERMAN-DANISH 
CORRIDORS ARE HIGHLY 
LIVEABLE AND WEALTHY 
The German–Danish Corridors 
considered in this report consist 
of two interlinked corridors: the 
Fehmarn Belt Corridor between 
Hamburg and Copenhagen, as 
well as the Jutland Corridor 
between Hamburg, Aarhus and 
Aalborg. These two corridors 
connect some of the wealthiest 
and most innovative regions on 
the continent. Additionally, the 
Corridors are characterized by 
a particularly highly liveability. 
This applies for Copenhagen, 
Hamburg and Aarhus in particular 
but also for the more rural areas 
connecting the three cities.  
 
In Germany, the states of Hamburg 
and Schleswig-Holstein are part 
of this cross-border region. In 
Denmark, all regions are part 
of the Corridors: Syddanmark, 
Midtjylland, Nordjylland, 
Sjælland and Hovedstaden. 
As a geographical area, the 
Corridors cover almost 60,000 
square kilometres, most densely 
populated in the metropolitan 
area of Hamburg (1.8 million), 

Greater Copenhagen (1.8 million) 
and Business Region Aarhus 
(0.8 million).1  By 2030, the total 
population of the German–Danish 
Corridors is projected to reach 
almost 11 million inhabitants.2 
 
The German–Danish Corridors 
outperform nearly all other EU 
regions with regards to wealth 
and stable employment rates. 
The average GDP per inhabitant 
averages 42,885 EUR, reflecting a 
very high value creation compared 
to the EU 19 average of 29,900 
EUR.3 Wealth is particularly high 
in the Hamburg and Copenhagen 
areas.  
 
However, the Corridors are 
lacking growth. Looking at the 
real GDP growth at city level, 
Hamburg and Copenhagen 
have performed less well than 
their peers. From 2000-2012, 
Copenhagen’s GDP has grown 
by 13 percent and Hamburg’s 
GDP by 9 percent, while cities 
such as Stockholm and Helsinki 
have seen growth of respectively 
36 percent and 23 percent in 
the same period. Hamburg and 
Copenhagen have seen the lowest 

10.3 million 
inhabitants (2015)

KEY FIGURES OF THE  
GERMAN–DANISH CORRIDORS 

€ 42,885 
GDP/capita (2014)

59,294 km2 
area size

1 EUROSTAT (2015a): Bevölkerung am 1. Janu-
ar nach NUTS-2-Region. Retrieved from the inter-
net on 25.08.2016: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/
tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=de&p-
code=tgs00096&plugin=1 
 
2 EUROSTAT (2016a): Hauptszenario - Projizier-
te demographischen Bilanzen und Indikatoren und 

NUTS-3-Regionen. Retrieved from the internet on 
25.08.2016: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/
nui/show.do?dataset=proj_13rdbims3&lang=de 
 
3 EUROSTAT (2016): Regionales Bruttoinlandspro-
dukt (KKS je Einwohner), nach NUTS-2-Regionen.  
Retrieved from the internet on 29.09.2016: http://
ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=tab-

growth since 2000 compared 
to all benchmarking cities: 
Berlin, Amsterdam, Gothenburg, 
Oslo, Malmö and Manchester.

Recent studies have concluded 
that the relatively low economic 
growth in recent years is a core 
development issue for a city 
like Copenhagen.4 In light of 
this situation, strengthening ties 
to neighbouring regions in the 
German-Danish Corridors is an 
obvious opportunity to spark 
growth.  
 

le&plugin=1&language=de&pcode=tgs00005 
 
4 The Global Commission on the Economy and 
Climate (2015): Better Growth, Better Clima-
te. The New Climate Economy Report.  http://ne-
wclimateeconomy.report/2014/ (26.09.2016).



WESTERN DENMARK 
3.1 million inhabitants  
GDP per capita in Purchasing Power  
Standards (PPS): € 30.400 
 

THE COPENHAGEN AREA 
2.5 million inhabitants  

GDP per capita (PPS): € 43.000 
 

HAMBURG 
1.7 million inhabitants  
GDP per capita (PPS): € 56.600 
 

FEHMARN BELT  
TUNNEL 

[in progress] 
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THE CORRIDORS’ POSITION IN A 
EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE 
If the German-Danish Corridors 
were a European region, they would 
rank as number 42 on a list of 262 
European regions measured on 
the EU Regional Competitiveness 
index.5 This ranking reflects that 
the Corridors contain the European 
economic champions such as the 
Greater Copenhagen and Hamburg 
areas on the one hand and the less 
affluent areas in between, on the 
other hand. Greater Copenhagen 
tops the European charts for a 
phenomenally educated workforce 
and innovation potential, while 
Hamburg is attractive for its business 
environment, a considerable 
market size and well-developed 
infrastructural connections. In 
general, the Corridors benefit from 
having some of Europe’s most 
advanced research institutions, stable 
macroeconomic conditions and a 
solid educational level. 
 
Compared to some of the best 
performing European regions, 
the German-Danish Corridors are 
performing well on technological 
readiness, basic education, 
macroeconomic stability and 
institutions. The Corridors are 
performing less well on infrastructure, 
market size and health care: the 
transport infrastructure is not 

The regional competitiveness of the German–Danish Corridors  
Regional Competitive Index (RCI) – Rank

Severozapaden

262.

German-Danish 
Corridors 

42.

(...)

...

Barcelona

142.

HCHA performance on key  
Regional Competitive Index  
indicators

Utrecht (...)

...

Region 
of Berlin

43.

1. Utrecht 
2. London area 
3. Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and  
 Oxfordshire 
4. Region of Stockholm 
5. Surrey, East and West Sussex 
6. Region of Amsterdam 
7. Region of Frankfurt 
8. Region of Paris 
9. Region of Copenhagen

(...)

...1.

BEST  
OF 10% PERFORMING REGIONS 

Macro economic stability 
 

Quality of basic education 
 

Public institutions 
 

Technological readiness

AVERAGE  
OF ALL PERFORMING REGIONS 

Labour market efficiency 
 

Higher education training &  
lifelong learning 

 
Innovation 

 
Business  

sophistication

LOW  
BUT STILL ABOVE EU MEDIAN 

Health sector 
 

Market size 
 

Infrastructure

5 Annoni, P. and Dijkstra L. (2013): EU Regional 
Competitiveness Index (RCI), developed for the 
European Commission.   

sufficiently interconnected across 
the region, the joint market size is 
not used effectively and in terms of 
innovation and business development 
the corridors are only on par with 
Europe as a whole.  
 
To sum up the current situation it 
can be stated that the German-
Danish Corridors are in a solid 
position without being among the 
top performing regions in Europe. 
Nevertheless, great potential clearly 
exists when the strengths of the 
region and the strength of the 
metropolitan areas are effectively 
combined.  
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STRENGTHENING THE  
CORRIDORS WILL BOOST 
GROWTH  
An obvious way to boost growth 
for the future is by creating closer 
ties between our cities and regions 
in the German-Danish Corridors. 
The current status and given 
strengths show that the corridors 
connecting Hamburg to Jutland 
and Greater Copenhagen and 
further up to Sweden and Norway 
have the potential to develop 
into an economic power house in 
Northern Europe. The Fehmarn 
Fixed Link is often perceived as a 
key element to further intensifying 
cross-border collaboration in the 
Corridors. While the Fixed Link is 
expected to positively influence the 
socio-economic development in the 
Corridors, the soft connections can 
already by improved today. 
 
A first step on driving up growth 
and innovation can be seen in 
tying the Metropolitan Areas in the 
German-Danish Corridors closer 
together. Examples from all over 
the world point to the economic 
effect of pulling cities and regions 
together: The larger the area, the 
higher the productivity. Doubling 
a functional Metropolitan area can 
result in increase of productivity of 
two to five percent 
 
In this context, the three main 
drivers of positive economic 
effects are increased interaction, 
more effective exploitation of 
complementary opportunities and 
a better connection of rural areas 
to new centres. New opportunities 

arise as companies and people are 
drawn closer to each other in more 
frequent exchanges of knowledge 
and access to a larger pool of 
talent and customers is granted. In 
addition, companies benefit from 
access to larger groups of sub-
suppliers and specialised private 
service companies.6 
 
New infrastructure projects will 
create growth and development as 
seen in many good examples such 
as the links across the Öresund and 
the Bosporus, the Eurotunnel and 
the high speed rail lines throughout 
Europe. A study from 2012 reveals 
that the Öresund Connection 
between Sweden and Denmark 
already had at this time generated a 
socio-economic value of more than 
8 Billion Euro. This actually exceeds 
the cost of two connections.  
 
If the German-Danish Corridors 
succeed in becoming a more 
integrated, functional urban region7, 
the Corridors have significant 
benefits to gain. It is well-known 
that the economic productivity 
of metropolitan areas increases 
with size. In fact, doubling a 
functional urban area’s population 
is associated with a 2-5 percent 
increase in productivity.8 In 
addition, cities can benefit from the 
agglomeration of their neighbours 
within a 300 km radius. Specifically, 
if the functional boundaries of 
Hamburg and Copenhagen double 
in size – each will benefit from an 
additional productivity increase 
between 1 and 2 percent.  
 

In general, experience shows 
that three main benefits can be 
expected from a closer integration 
between urban areas in the two 
corridors:  

BORDER 
REGION CITY 

CENTRE

CITY 
CENTRE

HCHA performance  
on key Regional Competitive Index indicators

6 Wichmann C. (2011): The Fehmarnbelt Fixed Link: 
Regional Development Perspectives; Ahrend, R. 
et al. (2014): What Makes Cities More Productive? 
Evidence on the Role of Urban Governance 
from Five OECD Countries, OECD Regional 
Development Working Papers (2014/05) OECD 
Publishing; ESPON (2012): Second Tier Cities and 
Territorial Development in Europe: Performance, 
Policies and Prospects.  
 
7 Following the definition proposed by OECD and 
EU of functional urban areas. 
 
8 Ahrend, R. et al. (2014): What Makes Cities 
More Productive? Evidence on the Role of Urban 
Governance from Five OECD Countries, OECD 
Regional Development Working Papers, 2014/05, 
OECD Publishing. 

1. New growth potential emerges 
as interaction increases within 
each metropolitan area.  

2. The major cities will be better 
positioned internationally, 
by increasing their city-to-
city interactions to exploit 
complementary opportunities and 
supplement each other’s activities. 

3. Border regions can increase 
their prosperity by more frequent 
commutes across the border, 
better access to major city centres 
and from higher property prices. 

In other words, establishing stronger 
connections in the German-Danish 
Corridors it can be perceived as 
a highly effective instrument in 
order to boost growth. As the 
hard infrastructure with the Fixed 
Link is expected to be significantly 
improved in the coming years, the 
development can already be driven 
forward by the stakeholders today.
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As laid out in the previous 
chapters, the potentials at 
hand in the Corridors need to 
be better exploited in order to 
remain competitive and to gain 
future competitive advantages 
effectively. Beside the framework 
conditions which can only to 
a certain degree be influenced 
by actors in the Corridors, they 
can be more active in reaping 
the potentials which are already 
present. 
 
Based on current regional 
developments as well as global 
megatrends, significant potential 
for intensified cross-border 
collaboration has been identified 
in the following five key areas for 
growth: 
 
a) Liveable cities and regions 
b) Accessibility and mobility 
c) Attracting businesses 
d) Climate and environment 
e) Innovation and knowledge 
 
In the following chapter, each 
of these five key areas will be 
examined. Both the current status 
as well as existing potential with 
regard to cross-border activities 
will be described.  

POTENTIALS FOR  
COLLABORATIVE 
GROWTH

Key areas for cooperation

ACCESSIBILITY & 
MOBILITY

ATTRACTING 
BUSINESSES

CLIMATE & 
ENVIRONMENT

INNOVATION & 
KNOWLEDGE

LIVEABLE CITIES &  
REGIONS

KEY 
AREAS
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Liveability is a concept that 
describes the quality of life for 
the inhabitants of a city, region or 
community including their physical 
and mental well-being. Liveability is 
not a fixed state – but a continuous 
development. As our society 
develops, so does our preferences 
for our surroundings and the supply 
of cultural, social, and physical 
possibilities. The concept is sensitive 
to the local nature and takes the 
physical, the social as well as the 
cultural dimensions into account. 
Liveability has become a parameter 

for competition and is a driver for 
growth and societal development. In 
order to attract the brightest minds, 
companies, and tourism cities 
need to be liveable. A continuous 
development on liveability is 
needed in order to be competitive. 
In our globalised world, the citizens 
and the workforce search for 
cities and neighbourhoods that 
can satisfy, and challenge, their 
need for liveability. This can be 
quiet villa areas with closeness to 
nature and roads for the kids to 
play on. Or buzzing city centres 
with bars, shops, clubs, theatres 
and noise. Liveable cities attract 
an international, highly qualified 
workforce. As a result, companies 
often follow the potential workforce 
and thus settle in attractive cities 
and regions. Part of the concept 

of liveability is intertwined with 
participation culture. The level of 
participation is especially high 
in liveable cities, regions and 
communities.9 Highly liveable cities 
and regions often tend to involve 
inhabitants to a high degree in their 
planning processes.  
 
Status 
In terms of liveability, the cities 
and regions within the German–
Danish Corridors have achieved a 
position as international leaders. 
The corridors have consistently 
demonstrated high levels of 
liveability. Copenhagen and 
Hamburg have repeatedly been 
ranked among the most liveable 
cities in the world.10 The ranking 
criteria include factors such as 
the use of urban spaces, business 

Liveable cities and 
regions:  

A high quality of life and a  
potential for increased cultural  
understanding  
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conditions, health and recreation, 
quality of public transport and 
international connectivity. An 
example of liveability is happiness. 
In a ranking of happiness in German 
regions covering 2011 to 2015, 
Schleswig-Holstein ranks at the top.11 
In its World Happiness Report, the 
UN ranks Denmark as the country 
with the happiest population.12 
 
The development of green and 
blue infrastructure ranks high 
on the agenda in the Corridors’ 
three main cities. Of particularly 
high importance are measures 
to adapt to impacts of climate 
change, such as extreme weather 
conditions. Copenhagen has 
inaugurated its first climate-
adapted neighbourhood, where 
rainwater is seeped, delayed and 

collected from a roof and road 
space of 4,300 square meters 
to avoid overload in sewers and 
reduce the risk of flooding.13 Also in 
Hamburg, actions are undertaken to 
connect and further develop green 
and public spaces and decrease the 
risk of flooding. Additionally, these 
efforts also relate to the promotion 
of recreational outdoor activities. 
Already today, half of Hamburg’s 
surface is covered by green and 
public spaces, championing 
Hamburg as a green metropolis. 
 
Culture in general is also perceived 
as an important factor defining 
a region’s or city’s liveability. The 
German–Danish Corridors boast 
many outstanding examples of 
extraordinary cultural attractions in 
Hamburg, Aarhus and Copenhagen, 

but also throughout Jutland. 
Numerous high-class cultural offers 
are available in the Corridors: 
museums, theatres, exhibitions 
etc. Many of the big cities are also 
developing new and existing urban 
areas with regards to a modern 
urban lifestyle that attracts people 
and talent. The many harbour-front 
projects that provide the respective 
cities with new impulses are an 
example of this trend, for instance 
the development of the harbour 
front in Aalborg.  
 
On both sides of the German-
Danish border, leisure and 
business tourism is constantly 
increasing.14 Leisure tourists are 
attracted by the coast, sea and 
beaches, good accommodation 
possibilities, nature sites and a safe 
and family friendly environment. 
Also visits to the Corridors’ 
larger cities are increasing. 

 

9  Community Research Connection (2006): What 
makes a city liveable. Retrieved from the internet 
on 31.08.2016: 
https://crcresearch.org/case-studies/case-studies-
sustainable-infrastructure/land-use-planning/
what-makes-a-city-liveable 
 
10 Mercer (2016): Quality of living ranking. 
Retrieved from the internet on 31.08.2016:  http://
www.mercer.de/newsroom/quality-of-living-
ranking-2016.html; The economist (2016) The 
world’s most “liveable” cities. Retrieved from the 
internet on 31.08.2016: http://www.economist.com/
blogs/graphicdetail/2015/08/daily-chart-5; www.
interview.de (2016): Monocle Magazin quality of life 
survey. Retrieved from the internet on 31.08.2016: 
https://www.interview.de/berlin/monocle-
magazine-quality-of-life-survey-2015-cities-
lebenswerte-staedte/ 
 
11 Deutsche Post (2015): Der Glücksatlas. Retrieved 
from the internet on 31.08.2016: 
http://www.gluecksatlas.de/  
 
12 shz (2016): Dänemark wieder glücklichstes 
Land der Welt. Retrieved from the internet on 
31.08.2016: 
http://www.shz.de/deutschland-welt/daenemark-
wieder-gluecklichstes-land-der-welt-id13021396.html 
 
13 City of Copenhagen (2015): Green mobility 
in Copenhagen. Retrieved from the internet on 
31.08.2016: 
http://www.cid.unal.edu.co/olmt/files/37__
Planificacion_local_de_la_movilidad_sostenible.pdf  
 
14 Visit Denmark (2015): Tourism in Denmark. 
Creating growth and jobs in Denmark. Retrieved 
from the internet on 05.09.2016: http://www.
visitdenmark.dk/sites/default/files/vdk_images/
PDF-and-other-files/Analyser/2015/tourism_in_
denmark_2015.pdf and German National  
Tourism Board (2014): GNTB Annual Report. 
Two thousand thirteen. Retrieved from the 
internet on 05.09.2016: http://viewer.zmags.com/
ionID=a080b17d&selectedPages=all&pubVersion4
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However, lately Copenhagen and 
Hamburg have witnessed a drop on 
the international lists of liveability. 
Lack of cultural buzz, high costs 
of living and segregation has 
been named as reasons. These 
cities are currently thriving on 
the investments made in the past 
decades that have formed the 
urban life heralded in magazines 
such as Monocle. For instance past 
investments in the harbour areas 
have brought new life to unused 
urban areas. In the 90’s only a 
few people could imagine people 
swimming in the harbours, now 
there is hardly space at the harbour 
baths of Copenhagen and Aarhus 
on a warm summer day.  
 
But the revitalisation of the major 
cities runs the risk of gentrification. 
Even though policies are pursued to 
make affordable housing, new urban 
areas are often very expensive and 
housing prices are generally on the 
rise. In time, if no action is taken to 
support diversity, the areas will lose 
the cultural buzz, their cool, and 
their attractiveness. Especially in big 
cities, the creative class – students, 
artists, designers, musicians, and 
other creative characters – are 
what give an area a certain cultural 
identity. When they main source 
of cultural supply is kept from an 
area due to the increasing costs of 
living, the area will lose its identity, 
it will lose its liveability. The people 
will seek to other cities where their 
cultural, social and physical needs 
can be met. 
 
Potentials 
Liveable cities and regions are 
already performing on a high 
level in the German–Danish 
Corri-dors. But the cities and 
regions are in fierce competition. 
Copenhagen has dropped on a 
number of international indices 
of liveability from number 1 
(Monocle) to number 10 (2015) 
and 4 (2016). Room for further 

improvement can be seen in the 
challenge to continuously adapt 
to new ideals of liveability. For 
instance work life is changing. A 
steady job in a large corporation 
will become rarer in the future. 
Instead more specialised start-
ups and small business will arise. 
With the advancing technological 
possibilities, needs for office 
spaces transforms from fixed 
to flexible solutions. Open 
“shared space office labs” such 
as RocketLabs in Copenhagen, 
or Mindspace in Hamburg are 
approaches to this challenge. 
 
The cultural and social identity is 
changing with a stronger focus 
on the individual. There is a 
strong entrepreneurial backbone 
within the cities and regions that 
demands and supplies a possibility 
for e.g. cultural expression through 
music and arts. There is a potential 
to further the possibilities for 
cultural and social development 
and diversity through a focus 
on the arts, on education and 
on collaboration between e.g. 
universities. In addition to the 
vibrant cities, the closeness to 
nature is a unique combination 
of the German-Danish Corridors 
and could be used for promotion 
purposes more effectively.  
 
Integrated and intelligent 
solutions in mobility, energy and 
infrastructure have also been on 
top of the agenda in recent years. 
Integrated mobility solutions 
can help to reduce barriers 
and connecting different types 
of transportation. Enhanced 
sharing programmes for bikes 
and cars have the potential to 
lower mobility costs for citizens 
and reduce traffic in the cities. 
There is a great potential in the 
connection between high and low 
density areas inside the Corridors. 
The well-established urban rural 
partnerships in Metropolregion 

Hamburg are an interesting 
example and could provide input 
to similar initiatives in Greater 
Copenhagen and Business Region 
Aarhus. 
 
Even though the inhabitants of 
bigger cities as well as people 
living close to the borders are 
potentially open-minded and have 
greater language competencies 
at hand than the average 
population, the interest and 
ability to cooperate across the 
border often appears to be rather 
limited. A higher level of language 
competencies in Danish and 
German respectively could help 
increase exchange. In this respect, 
the Danish minority in Schleswig-
Holstein as well as the German 
minority in Syddanmark can be 
seen as role models for a further 
integration process.  
 

Accessibility and mobility are 
the basis for urban and regional 
development. Regions need 
to be well-connected in order 
to participate in the global 
competition. Beside international 
connectivity, a well-established 
regional interconnectivity is 
equally important for regions. 
Improved mobility can contribute 
to generating growth by making 
a region mare attractive for 
businesses and people.  
 
Status 
The German–Danish Corridors are 
equipped with some of Europe’s 
most important international 
transport hubs. Hamburg has 

Accessibility  
and mobility: 

Increasing connectivity within  
the Corridors
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the third largest container port in 
Europe (18th place in the world), 
137.8 million  tons of cargo crossing 
the railings.15 In addition, both 
Hamburg and Copenhagen have 
international airports connecting 
the German-Danish Corridors 
with the rest of the world. Kastrup 
Lufthavn (Copenhagen) is among 
the most frequented airports in 
Europe, with more than 25 million 
passengers in 2014.16 
 
The transport networks of Northern 
Europe are known to be very 
modern and efficient. Especially the 
highway network is well-developed, 
resulting in road transport making 
up a large share of national freight 
shipments (69 percent of all 
shipments in Denmark). Given 
Northern Europe’s geographic 
location, international ship 
transports and combined  transport 
play a major role as well.  
 
However, if the economic 
potential of further cooperation 
in the Corridors is to be achieved, 
there is a need for an increased 
mobility within the Corridors. 
Today the travelling time within 
the Corridors is too long. The 
countries are connected by ferry 
servicing between Puttgarden 
and Rødbyhavn (including a train 
service crossing the Belt by boat), 
rail traffic between Hamburg – 
Aarhus -Copenhagen (<200 km/h 
speed), as well as road infrastructure 
(5 hours Hamburg – Copenhagen, 
4 hours Hamburg by 2024 ). 

Potentials 
The transportation system in the 
Corridors with functional and 
reliable links between different 
modes of transport can be 
improved. Being able to handle 
shipments by waterway, rail, road or 
air with the lowest possible transfer 
cost is a potential competitive edge. 
To achieve this, it is necessary that 
the participating actors providing 
the infrastructure as well as 
those using it closely cooperate. 
This affects the entire process 
of planning new infrastructural 
solutions and the success of the 
effort to become Europe’s leading 
logistic centre. When such close 
cooperation is at hand, and the 
public sector and private companies 
work closely together and consider 
each other’s needs, more suitable 
and effective transport solutions 
can be realised.  
 
The accessibility and mobility in the 
Corridors in general as well as the 
specific potential de-scribed above 
can be significantly facilitated by 
the Fehmarn Belt Fixed Link. The 
Fixed Link is the latest large scale 
infrastructure project connecting 
the Scandinavian Peninsula with 
the European continent. More 
than 20 years after the Great Belt 
link and the Oresund link were 
established, the Fehmarn fixed 
link will contribute to overcoming 
the remaining deficiencies. The 
fixed link will encourage rerouting 
of freight between Hamburg 
and Copenhagen. As a result, 
the route between Hamburg and 

15 OECD (2012) The competitiveness of Global Port 
Cities. Retrieved from the internet on 31.08.2016:   
http://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/3472758/
data/oecd-studie-zum-hamburger-hafen.pdf 
 
16 EUROSTAT (2014): Top airports in the EU28 
in terms of total passengers carried in 2014. 
Retrieved from the internet on 31.08.2016: http://
ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.
php/File:Top_airports_in_the_EU28_in_terms_of_
total_passengers_carried_in_2014.png 
 
17 STRING (2012) Status for High-Speed -Networks 
in Northern Europe. Retrieved from the internet 
on 31.08.2016:  http://www.stringnetwork.org/
media/31991/report-high-speed-network_final_1_.pdf 
 

Copenhagen will be used instead 
of the current route via Flensburg, 
across Jutland and the Great Belt 
Link. This will reduce transport 
time, costs, as well as influence 
the environment positively. A 
STRING report concludes that 
travel times from Hamburg to 
Copenhagen can be reduced 
from 4:40 hours today to merely 
2:00 to 2:30 hours depending on 
additional investments on the fixed 
link, thus significantly seizing the 
opportunities of the new growth 
corridor.17 But also connectivity 
in the Western Corridor can be 
strengthened. And the mobility 
within Denmark and Germany can 
be improved.  
 
However, barriers remain concerning 
a number of infrastructural 
bottlenecks. Improved collaboration 
on road and rail linkages as well as 
common initiatives towards green 
mobility offer great potential for 
development of the Corridors. 
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HAMBURG

FEHMARN  
BELT CORRIDOR

JUTLAND 
CORRIDOR

COPENHAGEN

Economic strengths and characteristics  
of the German-Danish Corridors

Due to the increasingly 
interconnected and globalised 
world economy, people, goods, 
companies and investments are 
more mobile than ever before in 
history. As a consequence, regions 
compete for the attraction of 
businesses on an international 
level in order to maintain or 
increase their levels of prosperity. 

Further cooperation in the 
Corridors could act as a bridge to 
new markets for more companies 
as well as a platform for joint 
global branding of this leading 
Northern European area.  
 
Status 
As the European Competitive 
Index shows, the German-
Danish Corridors possess specific 
strengths and characteristics 
making them particularly 
attractive for businesses. Already 
today, Germany is the most 
important trading partner for 

Denmark.18 More than one-third of 
Danish companies choose either 
Hamburg or Schleswig-Holstein 
as locations for starting their 
business in Germany. Hamburg 
and Schleswig-Holstein serve as 
bridgeheads for Danish companies 
in Germany. 250 branch offices 
of Danish firms are located in 
Hamburg,19 making the city the 
number one location for Danish 
firms in Germany. The foreign 
direct investments from Denmark 
are in the top three for Hamburg. 
A great attraction for Danish 
companies is the partly bilingual 
population of Schleswig-Holstein. 

Attracting 
business:  

Access to new markets and 
joint global branding
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Potentials 
Due to its geographical proximity, 
among other factors, the city of 
Hamburg has the potential to 
increase its role of serving as an 
enabler for Danish companies to 
enter the German market. In this 
respect, the city of Hamburg could 
take a leading role in actively 
attracting Danish companies 
interested in a market rollout 
to other parts of Germany and 
expand its role as bridge head. 
Hamburg could establish itself 
as a gateway to Germany not 
only for Danish but also for 
Scandinavian companies. This 
argumentation is also valid the 
other way around. The location 
of Copenhagen serves well 
as an entry point for German 
companies into Scandinavia. 
Copenhagen could provide a 
great market potential for German 
companies offering access to 25 
million customers with a sizeable 
purchasing power in the stable 
economies of Northern Europe.21 
In this regard, the German-Danish 
Corridors could utilise their 
geographical location to attract 
foreign investments. Increased 
cooperation in a range of business 
sectors such as energy, logistics, 
tourism and life science as well as 
measures to further improve the 
well-functioning business climate 
in the region contain the potential 
for further growth.  

 
New infrastructural solutions 
bringing the regions inside the 
Corridors closer together also 
affect the labour market. Improved 
commuting solutions serve as a 
main driver for the labour market, 
increasing the mobility of qualified 
workers living in the border 
regions. This holds great potential 
for both employer and employees 
at least in certain regions. A 
STRING report on the regional 
labour market effects of an 
improved transportation system 
concludes that communities close 
to the Fehmarn Belt will especially 
profit from new commuting 
opportunities and give the 
companies located in this area a 
new competitive factor.21 

 

18 Statistics Denmark (2016): International 
trade in goods. Retrieved from the internet 
on 31.08.2016: http://www.dst.dk/en/Statistik/
emner/udenrigshandel/udenrigshandel-med-
varer?tab=nog 
 
19 Hamburg Marketing (2015): Top Manager wirbt 
für Hamburg. Retrieved from the internet on 
25.08.2016: 
https://marketing.hamburg.de/aktuelle-
pressemeldungen-detailansicht/top-manager-
wirbt-fuer-hamburg.html 
 
20 Saul, Jens-Peter (2015): Opening Key Note 
Hamburg Copenhagen Business Forum 2015 
 
21 STRING (2013): Regional labour market effects 
of an improved transportation system. Retrieved 
from the internet on 31.08.2016: http://www.
stringcorridor.org/media/44625/green_string_
corridor_regional_labour_market_effects_
eng3.0.pdf 
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Taking measures in order to 
protect the environment and 
adapt to the impacts of climate 
change have been a key issue 
worldwide for years. Increased use 
of renewable energies and green 
technologies are an effective way 
to protect the environment on 
the one hand. On the other hand, 
the technologies and instrument 
applied are in many cases highly 
innovative and therefore can also 
be perceived as important drivers 
for economic development.   
 
Status  
Climate change mitigation 
and environmental protection 
have a long tradition in the 
German-Danish Corridors. 
Denmark and Germany are 
industrial frontrunners in use and 
development of clean technology. 
Ambitious reduction targets have 
been set politically at national as 
well at as city levels, where several 
of the cities in the Corridors have 
laid out plans to decarbonise 

their local economies. This focus 
on climate and environment will 
lead to a transformation of the 
German and Danish societies in 
the coming years, for instance 
the energy sectors will undergo 
a transformation from traditional 
energy industries into smart 
energy systems based on 
sustainable, fluctuating energy 
resources. 
 
The existing traditions in the 
region and the ambitious goals 
for CO2-reduction are the main 
drivers for the decarbonisation 
of the economy in the German-
Danish Corridors. Major 
improvements have already been 
attained in the energy sector, 
but progress has also been made 
in the buildings, transport and 
industry sectors.  
 
Copenhagen and Aarhus have 
set themselves ambitious goals 
to become carbon-neutral by 
2025 and 2030 respectively.22 
Flensburg has also set itself the 
goal to become carbon-neutral in 
the coming decades.  
 

In addition, the Danish and 
German governments have both 
set themselves targets for CO2-
reductions of 40 percent by 2020 
compared to 1990 levels and 80 to 
95 percent by 2050.23 The efforts 
towards environmental protection 
and climate change mitigation of 
the cities in the German-Danish 
Corridors were recognised twice 
with the European Green Capital 
Award for Hamburg in 2011 and for 
Copenhagen in 2014. 
 
In the energy sector, the region 
is a frontrunner in renewable 
energy for electricity production, 
especially with regards to onshore 
and offshore wind. In 2015, wind 
energy covered 42.1 percent of the 
Danish electricity consumption.25 
In Schleswig-Holstein, onshore 
wind turbines cover 60 
percent of the gross electricity 
consumption.25 In a European 
comparison, the entire region has 
seen among the largest increases 
in wind energy capacity in recent 
years. On both sides of the 
border, the wind energy industry 
is well-organised in clusters and 
associations, and numerous 

Climate and 
environment: 

Creating a “sustainability valley”
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cooperation agreements are 
already in place. Next to wind 
energy, bioenergy production 
from biomass and biogas play 
an important role in Schleswig-
Holstein and Denmark. When it 
comes to the heat sector, Danish 
cities, most notably Aarhus, are 
leading in the decarbonisation 
of the sector through innovative 
district heating concepts that rely 
on environmentally friendly and 
decentralised heat production, as 
well as energy production through 
waste incineration. 
 
E-mobility is still in its infancy 
throughout the region. 
Nevertheless, numerous projects 
and initiatives at national, regional 
and local level have contributed 
to slowly but steadily increase 
the number of electric vehicles 
for private use, commercial fleets 
and public transport. For example, 
in both Germany and Denmark, 
tax incentives are and have been 
used to promote the uptake of 
electric vehicles. Additionally, 
several local, regional and national 
initiatives have supported 
the electricity and hydrogen 

distribution infrastructure 
needed for battery and fuel 
cell vehicles. Finally, public 
transport companies in Hamburg, 
Lübeck, and Copenhagen are 
planning to replace their diesel 
buses with electric buses in the 
coming years. The importance of 
e-mobility is further underlined 
by a number of regional and 
local companies and institutions 
operating along the value chain of 
e-mobility. In Denmark, their work 
is aided by an e-mobility cluster 
comprising 30 companies and 
institutions.  
 
Potentials 
The German-Danish Corridors 
already display a well-developed, 
well-connected and dynamic 
market for wind energy that 
will continue to grow in the 
future. This market holds a 
great potential for developing 
into an important field of cross-
border cooperation through 
strengthening the links between 
businesses and research institutes 
on both sides of the border. In 
fact the entire future smart energy 
system holds potentials for cross 
border cooperation in order to 
secure flexibility and energy 
security. Northern Germany and 
Denmark are ideally suited for 
such an integrated market. 
 
This leading position in green 
technologies offers a global, 
comparative advantage that 
could be exploited further by 
creating an integrated Northern 
European smart energy market. 
As flexibility and energy security 
will play an even bigger role in the 
future, intensified cross-border 
collaboration could be used as 
the basis for an integrated market 
and a smart cross-border energy 
region in the German-Danish 
Corridors. Clean technologies 
further present opportunities 
for a wide range of highly 
specialised companies along the 
value chain in areas where the 
companies in the German-Danish 
Corridors already show fields of 
specialization.  
Another area of interest 

22 The Guardian (2013): Copenhagen‘s ambitious 
push to be carbon-neutral by 2025. Retrieved 
from the internet on 31.08.2016: https://www.
theguardian.com/environment/2013/apr/12/
copenhagen-push-carbon-neutral-2025 
 
23 Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz 
und Reaktorsicherheit (2016): Deutschland bei 
Klimaschutz Zielen 2020 auf Kurs. Retrieved from 
the internet on 31.08.2016: 
http://www.bmub.bund.de/presse/
pressemitteilungen/pm/artikel/deutschland-bei-
klimaschutz-zielen-2020-auf-kurs/ 
 
24 Euroactive (2016): Windkraft-Dänemark knackt 
eigenen Weltrekord. Retrieved from the internet 
on 31.08.2016: 
https://www.euractiv.de/section/energie-und-
umwelt/news/windkraft-danemark-knackt-
eigenen-weltrekord/ 
 
25 Landesregierung Schleswig-Holstein (2016): 
Windenergie. Retrieved from the internet on 
31.08.2016: 
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/DE/Themen/W/
windenergie.html 

is e-mobility. This is still a 
comparatively small and less-
established market, but it also 
holds a great potential for 
developing into important fields of 
cross-border cooperation through 
strengthening the links between 
businesses and research institutes 
on both sides of the border.  
With regard to the new traffic 
infrastructure that will be in place 
with the Fehmarn Belt fixed link, 
great environmental potential 
will arise in freight and logistics 
solutions. As the freight route 
will be 175 km shorter, significant 
positive environmental effects 
will be at hand, compared to the 
current route through Jutland 
and across Funen in Denmark, 
so that pollution relating to both 
air and noise and the climate 
impact in general will be reduced. 
These effects will mainly result 
from the termination of the ferry 
connection between Rødbyhavn 
and Puttgarden and become 
visible in significant reduction 
of the CO2-emissions compared 
to the current status. All in all, 
new infrastructure solutions have 
the potential to not only reduce 
transport and travel time, but also 
to reduce the costs per passenger 
and freight costs in general by 
following a more environmentally 
efficient transport approach. 



24

Innovation and knowledge are 
key factors for the economy as 
well as the society. Innovations 
are fundamental drivers for the 
development of regions. They 
drive regional growth and added 
value, employment and societal 
development. Universities and 
institutions of higher education 
are important actors for the 
development of the knowledge-
based economy of the future. 
In every region, universities and 
institutions of higher education 
constitute the knowledge hub 
for education, research and 
innovation. Meanwhile, the global 
exchange of knowledge and 
the pace of new developments, 
processes and products have 
rapidly increased. Regions, who 
swiftly adapt and perform societal 
and technological changes, attract 
enterprises, professionals and 
investments on global scale. 
 
 

Status 
The German–Danish Corridors 
have an abundant number 
of universities, institutions 
of higher education and 
innovative companies. Therefore, 
the corridors hold a strong 
position in terms of innovation 
and knowledge. In total, 80 
universities and institutions of 
higher education are located 
in the Corridors. This, among 
others, results in a comparatively 
high share of researchers of the 
workforce amounting to 2.35 
percent26 compared to an EU-
19 average of 1.84 percent. Core 
scientific competencies of the 
German–Danish Corridors include 

material science, clean-tech 
and renewable energy, maritime 
science and health care. In 2012, 
more than 1.1 million patent 
applications were filed in the 
Corridors underscoring its high 
innovation power.27 Currently, 
many bilateral partnership 
agreements exist between 
universities and institutions of 
higher education across the 
border. The numbers underline 
that the German-Danish 
Corridors are well equipped for 
more innovation and intensified 
collaboration in this field. 
 
Education is also a promising 
field for further cross-border 

Innovation and 
knowledge:  

A strong basis for cooperation 

Københavns Universitet (4) 
Copenhagen Business School 
Professionshøjskolen Metropol 
Danmarks Designskole 
Copenhagen Institute of Technology 
Det Kongelige Danske Kunstakademi 
KADK København 
Det Kongelige Danske  
Musikkonservatorium

FH Wedel

Danmarks Tekniske  
Universitet (3)VIA University College (2)

Universität Hamburg 
HafenCity Universität Hamburg 
Hamburg Media School 
HAW Hamburg 
Technische Universität Hamburg 
HFBK Hamburg 
HfMT Hamburg 
Kühne Logistics University

Nordakademie Elmshorn 

FH Westküste
Christian-Albrechts-Universität (3) 
FH Kiel

Europa-Universität Flensburg 
FH Flensburg

Designskolen Kolding

Erhvervsakademi Sydvest (EASV) Esbjerg

FH Lübeck

Aalborg Universitet (4)

Aarhus Universitet (3) 
Arkitektskolen i Aarhus 
Det Jyske Kunstakademi 
Det Jyske Musikkonservatorium Aarhus 

Syddansk Universitet (5)

Erhvervsakademiet  
Lillebælt 

Institutions of higher education
(number of partnership agreements 
within the German-Danish Corridors)
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26 EUROSTAT (2016e): FuE-Personal und Forscher 
insgesamt nach Leistungssektor, Geschlecht und 
NUTS-2-Regionen. Retrieved from the internet 
on 01.09.2016: http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.
eu/nui/show.do?dataset=rd_p_persreg&lang=de

27 EUROSTAT (2015): Patent applications to the 
European patent office (EPO) by priority year by 
NUTS 2 regions. Retrieved from the internet on 
01.09.2016:  
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=
table&init=1&language=en&pcode=tgs00040&p
lugin=1 

collaboration. This may range 
from university education to 
professional training. Today a 
number of institutions of higher 
education have partnership 
agreements. Further, the German 
educational system is regarded as 
highly professionalised. 
 
Potentials 
Cross-border cooperation in the 
field of education can reduce 
economic asymmetries. Some 
universities and other institutions 
already cooperate across national 
borders inside the corridors. An 
example of an already existing 
cross-border research project 
is “Graphene” involving the 
University in Kiel and Danmarks 
Tekniske Universitet. 
 
Another starting-point to use 
the potential at hand is by 
connecting to existing cluster 
structures and networks. For 
example, in Schleswig-Holstein 
and especially in the northeastern 
part of the region, a number of 
regional clusters and networks 
have been formed at the interface 
between research and business, 
in the fields of maritime economy, 
life science and renewable 
energies. An example of a cross-
border network is “Beltlogistics”. 
Beside the cooperation already 

established across the border, 
a strengthening of the cross-
border Triple-Helix collaboration 
between universities, existing 
cluster structures and networks 
and public sector bears great 
potential for boosting innovation 
and knowledge in the corridors.  
 
Specific potentials in the field 
of innovation can be derived 
from the construction of the 
Fehmarn Belt Fixed Link. For 
example, on the Danish side of 
the border solid competences 
in sustainable construction 
exist, the national innovation 
network InnoByg is a main actor 
in this field and could serve as 
a starting point for intensified 
cross-border collaboration. 
Further, the competences in 
clean technologies combined 
with the expertise in sustainable 
construction techniques could 
also be an interesting field for 
combining competences across 
the border. Scientific strongholds 
in Schleswig-Holstein are 
micro- and nanotechnologies, 
power electronics and materials 
technology. These competences 
can also be highly relevant in 
course of the construction of the 
Fixed Link and cold, combined 
with the competences on the 
Danish side, lead to highly innovative 

products (e.g. construction 
materials) and services 
(construction technology).   
 
Digitalisation is a key cross-cutting 
theme. Existing thematic expertise 
in future-oriented fields such as 
green technologies and green 
mobility can be used as a starting 
point to boost digitalisation and 
develop hands-on solutions. This 
also relates to the ”Digital Agenda 
for Europe” which is one of seven 
flagship initiatives under the 
Europe 2020 strategy. It aims to 
take advantage of the potential of 
information and communication 
technologies (ICTs), through the 
development of an inclusive digital 
society and digital single market, 
designed to foster innovation, 
thereby helping to generate 
“smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth”. 
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The previous chapters underline 
the highly promising potentials 
for increased collaboration in the 
German-Danish corridors. At the 
same time, challenges remain and 
need to be overcome. In order to 
effectively make use of the most 
promising aspects to improve 
collaboration in the Corridors and 
to overcome the most challenging 
aspects, Ramboll has together 
with various stakeholders from the 
Corridors developed the following 
approaches to strengthen the 
interaction in the German-Danish 
Corridors. 
 
STRONG AND INNOVATIVE 
NETWORKS   
Vivid and effective networks 
are the key for cross-border 
cooperation. They channel the 
engagement and cooperation 
efforts of the people, companies 
and institutions involved. As 
a consequence, they function 
as incubators for new ideas 
and ensure the bottom-up 
development of new and diverse 
projects. A particularly promising 
field of building new or intensifying 
existing networks is the transfer 
and combination of scientific 
and economic knowledge. The 
corridors dispose of numerous 
renowned university and research 
institutions whose expertise can be 
used to advance the corridors as 
a whole. Promising collaborations 
include the research centers DESY 
in Hamburg and ESS in Lund.  

STRENGTHENING THE 
INTERACTION IN THE 
GERMAN-DANISH 
CORRIDORS

STEADY COMMITMENT AND 
COHERENT GUIDELINES 
The rising interest in regional 
cooperation between Denmark 
and Northern Germany shows its 
increasing relevance. In order to 
further advance on creating “one 
region”, broad political ambition 
and individual commitment 
continue to be indispensable. The 
limited commitment from some 
political actors in the corridors and 
alternating political focuses need 
to be overcome by pointing out 
the potentials stemming from an 
intensified collaboration. Effective 
cross-border governance needs 
a clear mandate and sufficient 
skills and resources. This includes 
that structural differences in 
administration and legislation need 
to be reduced to that concrete 
actions can be taken.  
 
SHARED IDENTITY 
Cooperation brings people, 
companies and institutions 
together for their respective 
benefit. As a result of cooperation, 
cultural and political differences 
are reduced, the awareness for 
common challenges is increased 
and new joint undertakings are 
initiated. Even though cultural 
and language barriers have 
in some cases already been 
decreased, they remain in other 
areas. Besides the natural hurdle 
to ensure a good understanding 
between people speaking different 
mother tongues, it is the different 

mindsets and ways of thinking 
which require a high awareness 
in cross-border cooperation. 
Differences in leadership styles, 
alternating approaches to 
risk assessment and rivaling 
philosophies on the set-up of 
collaborations (bottom-up vs. top-
down) are aspects that need to 
be taken into mind. Ultimately, 
the overall relations and the trust 
between the regions improve, can 
lead to sustainable and stable 
partnerships. 
 
JOINT BUSINESS 
The people, companies and 
institutions making up the two 
corridors successfully face 
international competition and 
have the potential to perform as 
global players. This is particularly 
true for the fields in which similar 
business structures prevail – as is 
the case in green technology. The 
continued exchange of the existing 
vast and profound competencies 
within the region can further spark 
the development of the cross-
border market and convince all 
sub-regions to work together very 
closely. 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFRASTRUCTURE  
Physical infrastructure is not a 
prerequisite for cross-border 
collaboration - it can however 
take on the role of a key driver 
for cooperation as improved 
infrastructure can shorten travel 
times, raise awareness for the 



284

regional potentials and result 
in concrete projects. Due to 
the significance of the planned 
Fehmarn Belt Fixed Link for 
the corridors, some observers 
interpret the tunnel’s progress as 
an indicator for the success of 
the cross-border collaboration 
in the region. The current delays 
in the tunnel development and 
a perceived mindset centering 
on national advantages of the 
joint project make it difficult for 
the actors in the region to spark 
enthusiasm for cooperation. 
 
STRONG INVOLVEMENT OF 
NON-METROPOLITAN AREAS 
Cross-border cooperation in the 
corridors tends to focus much 
on Copenhagen and Hamburg as 
the major urban agglomerations 
and economic hubs. In order 
to develop the region as a 
whole, the rural areas forming 
the natural border region also 
need to be involved strongly 
in the process. Likewise, the 
individual value-added and the 
micro-perspectives of both the 
inhabitants of the region as well 
as of the individual companies 
need to be considered thoroughly 
in order to convince them of the 
advantages of cooperation.
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SUPPORTIVE 
INFRA- 

STRUCTURE

Built the Fehmarnbelt 
Link and hinterland 

infrastructure in 
Denmark and Germa-
ny – Transport time 
and possibilities are 

important

Regular network-
ing events to 

improve the co-
ordination of the 
planning process 
for more effective 
and efficient mo-

bility solutions
Intelligent trans-

port systems 
such as real time 

information on the 
traffic situation 

could help to re-
duce traffic jams in 
the border region.

Transport efficien-
cy could also be 

improved through 
platforms where 

logistics actors can 
inform other actors 

about available 
capacities in their 

cargos and sell them 
to a comparable  

low price to  
others

Increasing the 
number of train con-

nections could be 
a very efficient way 
to improve regional 
interconnectivity.

STRONG 
INVOLVEMENT 

OF NON-
METROPOLITAN 

AREAS

Ask minorities living 
in Schleswig-Holstein 
and Syddanmark to 
participate in work-
shops/ events on 
cultural practices.

Creat a platform  
to involve the 
sub-regions: 

Convince stake-
holders of the 
sub-regions to 

work together and 
convince them of 
the big picutre. Ensure a  

continuous flow of  
locations for the  

development of creative 
areas, e.g. run down indus-
trial areas with low rents,  
areas with mixed use, and 

areas with low-income 
housing

Create a  
marketing agency 
for the region to 

improve the aware-
ness and visibility of 
regional agricultural 

products and brands, 
which are fish/fruit 

products and 
 local specialties  

for export

Promote wider  
economic effects in 

rural demography, less 
density, areas of the Fe-
hmarnbelt concept on 
the SME attracting well 

educated workforce.
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Raising economic competitiveness 
by a stronger collaboration in the 
Corridors is a complex task which is 
carried out by a complex network of 
actors. Today, the cooperation in the 
German-Danish Corridors is handled 
by a number of actors cooperating 
in networks on regional and cross-
border level but also across sector 
boundaries. Among others, these 
include regions and municipalities, 
chambers of commerce, business 
unions, universities and other 
institutions of higher education, 

A COMPLEX TASK 
CARRIED OUT BY  
A COMPLEX NETWORK  
OF ACTORS

01 
FEHMARN BELT BUSINESS 
COUNCIL 
The Fehmarn Belt Business Council 
was established in 2007 as an 
international business union. The 
council involves chambers of 
commerce and business associations 
from Germany, Denmark and 
Sweden and  represents 400,000 
companies. Goals are economic, 
growth, promotion of regional 
business, the winning of qualified 
work force and the support of 
infrastructure development. 
 
02 
HANSEBELT INITIATIVE 
Association of German companies 
and chambers of commerce, 
located between Hamburg and 
the Fehmarn Belt. Goals are 
the establishment of the Hanse 
Belt, area between Hamburg 
and Copenhagen, as one of the 
European future axis, the support 
of modern corporate culture, a 
close collaboration on the axis and 
the support of the labour market.

MUNICIPAL AND  
BUSINESS NETWORKS

03 
REGION SØNDERJYLLAND-
SCHLESWIG 
The region was founded in 1997 
and consists of the German partner 
city of Flensburg, the rural districts 
Nordfriesland, Schleswig-Flensburg 
and the Danish partners region 
Syddanmark as well as the rural 
districts Aabenraa, Tønder, Haderslev 
and Sønderborg. The Goal of 
the region is the improvement of 
economic growth and the cultural 
connection associated with the 
intensification of stable cross-
border collaboration. Furthermore 
the region supports cross-border 
collaborations between business, 
associations, organizations and 
citizens in the region. 
 
04 
FEHMARN BAELT KOMITÉ 
The committee was founded in 
2009 to coordinate cross-border 
affairs. Members are the German 
rural districts of Ostholstein, Plön, 
the city of Lübeck and the Region 
Sjælland on Danish side as well as 

representatives of the business-
sector, education-sector, unions, 
tourism, culture and conservation. 
Sphere of activity is the 
intensification of the collaboration 
with the EU, the job market and the 
amenity of the region. 
 
05 
STRING 
The political cross-border 
partnership was founded in 
1999 as an INTEREG A program. 
German partners are the federal 
states of Hamburg and Schleswig-
Holstein, in Denmark the partners 
are located in the Capital Region, 
Region Sjælland, and the City of 
Copenhagen as well as the Region 
Skåne in Sweden. Key themes are 
infrastructure, tourism and culture, 
science and development, green 
growth and cross-border obstacles. 
STRING establishes cooperation 
with business, universities, labour-
organisations, cultural institutions 
and NGO´s to support their visions. 

 

research facilities and cultural 
institutions (see map on the right). 
 
The variety of actors involved 
indicates that added value is seen 
in cross-border cooperation and 
many actively support the idea of 
expanded collaboration. The often 
bottom-up initiated processes 
underline the vitality of the Corridors. 
It can also be stated that the long 
history of cross-border collaboration 
is a competitive advantage for 
the German-Danish Corridors. 
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Germany, Denmark, Sweden

CITIES >50,000 PEOPLE

Cities in Germany6
Cities in Denmark10
Cities in Sweden3

8 REGIONS
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However, the numbers and 
statistics above show that 
collaboration is not yet ideally 
used as an effective tool for 
driving development. This 
statement has been confirmed 
during the workshops held 
in Hamburg, Aarhus and 
Copenhagen as well as during 
the session at the Fehmarnbelt 
Days. At the same time it has been 
acknowledged that cooperation 
in general and cross-border 
cooperation in particular requires 
an extra effort from all actors 
involved in order to be successful. 
Beside the engagement of the 
actors involved, the framework 
conditions under which 
cooperation is realised are also of 
great importance for an initiative’s 
success.  
 
The framework conditions form 
the basis for collaboration. 
Framework conditions therefore 
need to be reliable and consistent 
for all actors involved on the 
one hand. On the other hand, 
they need to fit the specific 
requirements of manifold 
cooperation activities and 
initiatives and therefore have 

to be designed with a certain 
degree of flexibility. Whereas 
these requirements can be applied 
for cooperation on all levels, 
they are of particular relevance 
for cross-border cooperation. In 
border regions the number of 
administrative entities involved, 
the variety of actors to be 
included and the heterogeneity 
of legislation to be considered are 
even higher than in cooperation 
within one region or country.28   
 
Currently, the framework 
conditions for cross-border 
collaboration in the German-
Danish corridors show significant 
potential for improvement as 
the desk research as well as the 
assessment of the stakeholders 
confirm. The aspects on the 
right have been identified as 
the most challenging aspects 
for intensifying cross-border 
collaboration in the Corridors (see 
box on the right). 
 
In order to use cross-border 
collaboration as an instrument for  
regional development in the 
Corridors, the mentioned aspects 
need to be improved. Beside the 

28 European Commission (Ed.) (2000): Practi-
cal Guide to Cross-border Cooperation. http://
www.aebr.eu/files/publications/lace_guide.en.pdf 
(27.09.2016)  

changes needed regarding the 
political agenda and administrative 
structures, all stakeholders active 
in the Corridors can contribute 
to reducing these challenges and 
thus making cross-border  
collaboration a more effective 
instrument for regional 
development.  
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CULTURAL  AND LANGUAGE BARRIERS can hinder effective cross-border collaboration: In general, 
cultural differences make cross-border collaboration more difficult. Also there is a language barrier: 
Most Danes speak far better English than German, the same applies to Germans vice versa.  
 
AWARENESS among actors regarding the competences available in the Corridors and the potential 
deriving from it is limited: Many public and private actors on both sides of the border are interested in 
cooperation, but lack knowledge about the strengths and potential partners on the other side. 
 
LITTLE COMMITMENT on the political and administrative level is illustrated by a lack of financial and 
personal resources and a mind-set focused on regional and national topics: Cross-border cooperation 
faces increasing pressure to justify itself, most notably on a political level.  
 
INSUFFICIENT PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE symbolized by low regional interconnectivity and the 
delay in construction of the Fixed Link: As of right now, other neighbouring regions are often more 
easily accessible than those across the border due to already well-established infrastructure.  
 
The INVOLVEMENT OF THE NON-METROPOLITAN AREAS in cooperation activities is very limited 
thus great potential stemming from the rural areas is not considered.     

MOST CHALLENGING ASPECTS  
FOR INTENSIFYING  
CROSS-BORDER COLLABORATION

!
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The previous chapters show that 
a number of opportunities and 
potentials are at hand for deepened 
cross-border collaboration in the 
German-Danish Corridors. Common 
focus areas, complementary 
strengths and well-functioning cross-
border networks and initiatives 
exist. In order to collaborate 
effectively, certain factors have to be 
considered when preparing, setting 
up and implementing respective 
initiatives. The factors are of primary 
importance for collaboration projects 
in general and, due to the even 
higher complexity, for successful 
cross-border collaboration projects 
in particular. 
 
The five factors are meant to be an 
integral part of one construct. Ideally, 
collaboration should address all five 
factors in order to achieve greatest 
impact. The more parts that are 
missing, the more fragile the overall 
construct and the less likely to make 
a positive impact on collaborative 
growth.  
 
On a general level, the current 
collaboration in the Corridors is 
mature in terms of the dimension 
of relevance, as the actors are well 
aware of the key areas of relevance 
to the cross-border collaboration. 
Furthermore, the collaboration 
is partly mature in terms of the 
dimension of value added, as it is 
currently not clear which concrete 
areas of collaboration will yield the 
greatest rewards. The following text 
describes the five critical success 
factors in detail.  

COLLABORATION  
CAN BE AN EFFECTIVE 
TOOL FOR DRIVING  
DEVELOPMENT! 

Critical success factors  
for collaboration

RELEVANCE 

AWARENESS

ADDED VALUE

COMMITMENT

STEP BY STEP

COLLABORATION
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RELEVANCE:  
DO WHAT MATTERS MOST! 
The relevance of cross-border 
collaboration’s objectives for all 
stakeholders is a precondition 
for successful implementation. 
Implementing actors need to 
critically reflect and identify those 
topics and projects of highest 
priority for themselves and for 
other actors involved. In a next 
step, a project’s or initiative’s 
target groups need to understand 
the importance and necessity of 
the products and services to be 
developed or dealt with in the 
cross-border cooperation. Hence, 
in order to successfully reach 
target groups, the objectives 
of the cooperation need to be 
well-adapted to the needs of 
stakeholders and well-embedded 
in the respective context.  
 
 
AWARENESS:  
IDENTIFY STRONGHOLDS AND 
BE FOCUSED! 
In order for a cross-border 
collaboration to work most 
effectively, awareness of the 
strongholds and potentials at 
hand is an essential prerequisite. 
Relevant actors have to actively 
recognise existing strongholds 
and potentials to be able to 
make use of them. This requires 
observant actors who eagerly 
look for opportunities to boost 
development and thus growth 
in their field of activity. Once 
strongholds and promising 
potentials have been identified, 
they should be focused on. 
 
 
ADDED VALUE:  
BE CLEAR ABOUT YOUR GOALS 
AND COMMUNICATE THEM! 
Cross-border collaboration 
not only needs to be of added 
value for stakeholders outside 
the cooperation, but also for 
actors taking direct part in the 
cooperation and thus in the 
implementation of respective 
projects and initiatives. It is 
necessary to clearly define 
the expected benefits of the 

collaboration for actors involved. 
In fact, a clear understanding 
of the added value of the 
cooperation for them is decisive 
for an actor’s motivation to 
actively take part. This can 
effectively be supported by 
creating a strong narrative at an 
early stage of the collaboration 
and communicating this clear 
message throughout the 
implementation phase. 
 
 
COMMITMENT:  
TAKE ALL PARTNERS ON BOARD 
AND BE DEVOTED! 
Experience has shown that 
collaboration is more effective 
when actors from different 
sectors are included: political and 
administrative actors, industry 
stakeholders and representatives 
of the scientific community. 
Additionally, civil society 
stakeholders such as social and 
environmental partners can be 
considered in order to include 
all relevant perspectives. On 
top of this heterogeneity, cross-
border collaboration is even more 
complex. Common interests have 
to be identified; relevant actors 
to be contacted and convinced; 
cultural and language barriers 
have to be overcome. This requires 
involved actors to be highly 
committed to their cause, to be 
more patient and more flexible in 
order to establish a well-balanced 
and long-term collaboration 
in which the strengths and 
weaknesses of all partners are 
equally considered and addressed. 
 
 
STEP BY STEP: TAKE STEP BY 
STEP WHEN TURNING IDEAS 
INTO ACTION! 
Cross-border collaboration is a 
lengthy process that requires 
patience, commitment and fore-
sight. A step by step approach 
should be followed that adds 
new elements to existing ones 
and thus with time empowers 
stakeholders, generates 
knowledge and establishes the 
necessary political environment. 

Also, already established 
structures should be made use 
of. A lot of well-functioning and 
promising initiatives, networks 
and activities already exist. When 
intensifying the collaboration, the 
focus should be put on utilizing 
and, where necessary, widening 
and deepening these structures 
instead of creating new ones. 
Existing bodies and organisations 
should be actively engaged 
when taking the next step in 
collaboration.   
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LET’S 
CREATE
ONE
REGION!
STARTING
NOW...
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